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Mike and Jallessa from CSC Electric display samples of copper cable used in the mining industry, during 
Mining Day in Kamloops. Mining Day was held at the BIG Little Science Centre on Saturday May 12, and 
was a huge success, with an estimated 800 visitors coming to see the displays by various companies associated 
with the industry.                    Gordon Gore Photo 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School  985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 100,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre! 
This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 

 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Thursday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Friday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
On Saturdays, there is a special show/activity at 1:30 PM.   

  
CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 

 
Families are welcome to visit during school hours. Please call to book an appointment. 

 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6    Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
!

Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 

Summer Camps at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Camp 1  Juniors      July 16 to July 20                9 AM to 12 noon 
 
Camp 2  ROBOTICS    July 23 to July 27       9 AM to 3 PM 
 
Camp 3  Seniors   July 30 to August 3             9 AM to 3 PM 
 
Camp 4  ROBOTICS   August 13 to August 17   9 AM to 3 PM 

 
Interested?   

 
Phone 250 554 2572 or Email Gord@blscs.org 
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Mining Day in Kamloops, at the BIG Little Science Centre 

Photos by Gordon R. Gore 
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Message from Our Executive Director 
 

Mining Day hosted by the Kamloops Exploration Group (KEG) and Canadian Institute of Mining (CIM), 
South Central British Columbia Branch, held Saturday at the BIG Little Science Centre was a big success. I 
would like to thank KEG and CIM for organizing such a great event. I would also like to extend a special thank 
you to all of the numerous volunteers from all of the organizations involved that went above and beyond to 
make the event such a success.!! !!!!!Gord Stewart - Executive Director, BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
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Kamloops Exploration Group Bicycle Prize Winner 
 

 
 

Thirteen-year-old Amy Whitney Wassing of Kamloops was the winner of KEG’s bicycle prize draw. 
Congratulations, Amy! 
!!

 
BIG Little Science Centre Celebrates Its 100,000th Visitor! 

 

   
 
The Dick Family from Logan Lake have been designated our 100,000th Visitor to the BIG Little Science 
Centre. Left to right in the photo: Dad Landon, Szachary (15), Jaydan (10) and Mom, Krista. The Dick 
family was awarded a free yearly membership in the BIG Little Science Centre, and other items. 
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Teachers! Hands-on Curriculum-Based Laboratory Activities  
Your Class Can Do at the BIG Little Science Centre 

 

Sample Lesson #2   Introduction to Electric Circuits 

 
Each pair of students is given a 3.0-V battery, two light bulbs that require 3.0 V for full brightness, 8 connecting 
wires with alligator clips, 2 knife switches, and a toy electric motor. Students will find that the battery can 
partially light 2 bulbs in series (above left) and fully light two bulbs connected in parallel (above right). 
Students must figure out how to use a single switch to turn both bulbs off, and switches to turn on bulbs 
individually. Possible extensions include: connecting a toy motor into a parallel circuit; connecting a single bulb 
and toy motor in series; observing what happens to the brightness of the bulb when the shaft of the motor is held 
still, compared with when the motor is allowed to run at full speed. An ‘open-ended’ approach is advised, 
because there are many ways to play with these components.  
 

   
 

Left: Ian has two light bulbs connected in parallel. The ‘batteries’ are also in parallel, which means the voltage 
is only 1.5 V. The bulbs light, but dimly, because they are designed for 3.0 V. By experimenting with the 
components, Ian will find the best way to light the bulbs at full brightness. 
Right: Shae shows us the basic two-bulb parallel circuit, with a single switch that will turn on or off both light 
bulbs.  (File Photo) 
 
Visitors require approximately 30 minutes to benefit from this introduction to simple electric circuits, which is 
appropriate for students in Grades 6 or 9. 
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South Sa-Hali Elementary School Visitors 
 

  
 

Left: Trying out a telegraph key. Right: This young visitor puzzles over a density display in the hands-on room 
at the BIG Little Science Centre.  Teachers Jennifer Dundass and Michelle Graf brought their classes to the 
Centre so they could learn more about Light and Colour. They also visited the hands-on rooms. 
 

   
 

The steel ball goes from the ‘tee’ into yellow cup, in this gravity ‘trick’. 
 

  
 

These youngsters prepare to investigate shadows and pinhole images, both of which can be predicted assuming 
that light travels in straight lines. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
______________________________________________________________________ 

BIG Little Science Centre, Box 882 Main Kamloops B.C.  V2C 5M8 
985 Holt Street, Kamloops B.C., in George Hilliard School 

Phone (250) 319 0689; gord@blscs.org 
 

 
 

BIG Little Science Centre receives funding support from NewGold New Afton Mine 
 

Kamloops, B.C. – The BIG Little Science Centre has received support from NewGold New Afton Mine, Kamloops, 
B.C. totaling $25,000 over the next five years.  NewGold will provide $5,000 a year for five years in support of the BIG 
Little Science Centre.  The Big Little Science Centre will be naming a room after NewGold in honour of their longterm 
support. 
Ron Allum, VP Operations – Canada, announced “NewGold has approved the $25,000 worth of support over the next 
five years.  Science and Engineering are the foundation for the success in the mining industry.  It is important that we 
have talented young people become engaged in Science so there is no lack of qualified personnel to advance the 
effectiveness of mining technology in the future.  NewGold is pleased to support the Big Little Science Centre to help 
the Kamloops community continue to develop leaders essential for a healthy mining industry.” 
Gord Stewart, BIG Little Science Centre Executive Director, indicated that this will be a good partnership and he is 
very grateful for the long-term support of NewGold helping the Big Little Science Centre develop a passion for science in 
our community.  “We are confident that this type of multi-year ongoing support will help to make BIG Little Science 
Centre a success and will also attract other donors, contributing to the long term sustainability of the BIG Little Science 
Centre”. 
 

 
Kamloops Paddlewheelers Lions Club Continues to Support 

the BIG Little Science Centre 

 
Kamloops Paddlewheelers 

Lions Club 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Kamloops Paddlewheelers Lions Club for their continued 
support of the BIG Little Science Centre. Their recent donation of $1,000 to the BIG Little Science Centre is 
very much appreciated and will help the BIG Little Science Centre Society continue to provide our community 
and beyond with an innovative hands-on Science Centre.!!
! ! ! ! ! Gord Stewart - Executive Director, BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
! 
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Message from Royanna Wild 
!

MINING DAY 2012 
!!
Mining Day at the Big Little Science Centre on Saturday May 12th, 2012, was a huge success and a lot of fun 
for everyone attending! So many people came to check out the many exciting and interactive mining displays. 
  
 A big thank-you to EVERYONE who helped at, displayed at, and came to visit our inaugural MINING 
DAY event! Everyone seemed to have so much fun! There were lots of fascinating displays, such as a flotation 
cell, some cool fossils, amazing rocks, battery recycling, information about local mining operations, heavy 
equipment to view, and a heavy equipment simulator. We cannot say thank-you enough to all the companies 
who brought in amazing displays with their enthusiastic employees, the energetic and wonderful volunteers, the 
Paddlewheelers Lions Club who cooked up delicious burgers and hot dogs, and the CIM South Central Branch 
and Kamloops Exploration Group (KEG) for their financial support to put this event together. As well, a big 
thank-you to the Big Little Science Centre staff and volunteers for being such gracious hosts and giving the 
organizers so much support for this inaugural event (what a great venue site!). Another thank-you for support, 
to the BC Mining Week committee and the Mining Association of BC, their input was greatly appreciated. 
  
 On behalf of the Mining Day co-coordinators, Kerstin Johannson, Richard Weymark, and myself, we 
would like to thank everyone involved for all their support for Mining Day. We thought it was a wonderful 
event and hope you did too!   
  
 See everyone next year at Mining Day 2013! 

Royanna Wild,  
Mining Day Co-coordinator / KEG Volunteer 

!!
 
 
 

Official Opening  
BIG Little Science Centre 

George Hilliard Site 985 Holt Street 
 

Saturday, May 26 will feature the Official Opening of the 985 Holt 
Street site of the BIG Little Science Centre. Official opening hours will 

be from 1 PM to 4 PM, and admission will be free.  
 


